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miscarried and on June 12 it had to lay down its arms. The other
half of the division was more fortunate, being safely evacuated from
Havre on June 13.
The remainder of the British troops withdrew fighting from the
line of the Seine south of Rouen and retreated towards Cherbourg,
covered by part of the newly arrived 52nd Division ; though hard
pressed, they were safely embarked on June 18, a bare twenty-four
hours after the new French Government, having lost all hope of
being able to make further effective resistance, had asked Germany
for an armistice.
The military disproportion, both in quantity and quality, of the
German and Allied armies in France in this unequal campaign,
amply suffices in itself to account for its unhappy issue. As far as
the B.E.F. was concerned, its deficiencies in vital items of arma-
ment and equipment, the slowness and lack of adaptability of its
system of command, and above all the fatal handicap of lack of air
support, were the major items of inferiority. In fact, the British
Army, like that of France, was not at this time equal to the exacting
demands of modern war and was outclassed by an adversary alike
more numerous and more efficient.
IV. THE DEFENCE OF BRITAIN
After the capitulation of France, Britain stood alone, facing the
might of an embattled Germany which had all the resources of
Europe at call. Hitler at first intended should she refuse to accept
his offer of peace, to bring her to terms by sea blockade and air
attack alone. But the fiasco in Norway had substituted for the
ineffective party Government of Mr. Chamberlain a more virile
national administration under Mr. Churchill, and under him
Britain's surrender was never in question, so that Hitler was faced
with the necessity of dealing with her by land invasion. As finally
planned, thirteen divisions (250,000 men) were to land on a broad
front from Folkestone to Selsey, after the Luftwaffe had secured
superiority over the Royal Air Force; coastal artillery and mine-
fields were to be used to cover the passage of the army against
interference by the British Navy, which was to be pinned down by
air and torpedo attacks. Mid-September, when the moon and the
tides would be favourable, was to see the launching of the invasion.
Once landed, the army was to advance to a line from Southampton
to the Thames estuary, by-pass and pinch out London, and occupy
the industrial centres of the Midlands and North West.
" Operation Sea Lion " was never launched. By mid-September,
the date finally selected by Hitler for it to take place, we had
available to meet it, apart from coast defence troops, the newly
raised Home Guard, thirteen infantry and three armoured divisions